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th

 Annual Azalea Festival  

Brings Record Crowds to Pickens
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The 28th Annual Pickens Azalea Festival was a huge success!  Even 

the rain stayed away on Saturday, April 22.            

Highlights of the festival were “Jason D. Williams” rocking the crowd 

Friday night and the 7th Annual Classic Car Cruise-In enjoying record crowds.  

 Saturday, the good weather helped make a fun and entertaining day. 

Some 200 crafters, food vendors, and civic non–profit organizations 

participated.  

Many new visitors to Pickens enjoyed riding the new shuttle to visit historic 

Hagood Mill. We hope you got to watch some of the festival via our Azalea 

Festival website as the event was streamed live during the weekend.  

        Early Saturday morning the 5k walk/run, sponsored by the Pickens 

Women’s Association, saw 98 people participate as they raised nearly $6,000 to 

benefit their Beverly M. Smith Scholarship. 

     Two headliner bands wrapped up Saturday night’s entertainment. The 

“Alabama Blues Brothers” and country award winner “T. Graham Brown” 

brought a very successful festival to a close. 
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a Main Street South Carolina Community 

Visit our website, www.historicpickens.com to sign up for our E-Newsletter or to volunteer for the Pickens Revitalization Association. 

 

Pickens Revitalization Association 

205 East Main Street, Suite LL 

Pickens, SC 29671 

www.historicpickens.com 

             A special thanks to our many sponsors for helping to make 

the 2012 Azalea Festival a reality. We deeply appreciate the sponsors’ 

financial support, our local entertainers who performed on the West End 

stage sharing their musical and clogging talents, and to the Military 

History Club of the Carolinas for their exhibits.       

        Thanks to the City of Pickens Police Department and the 

Streets & Sanitation workers for their assistance. They are a hard 

working group of dedicated City employees who helped make the 

festival possible.  

       Thanks to the Pickens Chamber of Commerce, individual 

volunteers, the Pickens Senior Citizens Center, the RoundTowners of 

Greenville and to the Azalea Committee for their help. Those committee 

members give their time, energy and expertise for months to create this 

successful community event.   

      Mark your calendars for the third weekend in April, 2013, for 

the 29th Pickens Azalea Festival with new activities, attractions and 

delights. We look forward to seeing you then! 

                                                                  Russ Gantt, Event Coordinator  

2012 Pickens Azalea Festival 

http://www.historicpickens.com/


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances Wannamaker Honored 
With May Flame Award   
 

  This historic building is 

currently the home of Jackson-Hewitt 

Tax Services, the Pickens 

Revitalization Association, and a few 

apartments.  It is a three-story building 

that resides between  Gravely’s 

Barbershop, built in 1940 and a 

currently vacant building built in 1925.  

 According to the Pickens 

County Assessors office, the building 

dates back to 1884!  It originally was a 

one-story frame building, but was 

expanded and rebuilt by Aaron 

Madison Morris who purchased the 

building 1886.  Morris purchased the 

1920- Picture of the Overall Club-Courtesy the 

Pickens County Library System (present day 205 E. 

Main Street) 

 

Road Closures: 

June 2, 9, 16, 23- Catherine St to Ann St, 

and Garvin St. Beginning at 5. 

 

The city is now taking applications for 

outdoor seating/sidewalk cafés. You can pick 

up your applications at PRA office or City 

Hall.  Go to www.historicpickens.com to 

download your application and to find out 

more about how a sidewalk cafe can benefit 

your business. 

 

The City of Pickens is a smoke free 

community.  

 

 

Pickens, SC.   A lifetime of service to the 

residents of Pickens best characterizes this 

month’s I Fan The Flame award recipient, 

Frances Wannamaker. Among many other 

endeavors, she is presently Chairman of the 

Board for the Senior Citizens of Pickens, Inc.  

The organization was formed in 2008 and 

currently operates the bustling Senior Center 

located on Schoolhouse St.  

Affectionately known as “Chink” (a 

nickname given to her by her grandfather), 

Frances is a lifetime resident of Pickens.  A 

1954 graduate of Pickens High, she received 

her B.A. degree from Columbia College where 

she lettered as the goalie for the school 

championship field hockey team.  After 

additional education at Furman and Clemson, additional education at Furman and Clemson, Frances spent 38 years teaching at Ben 

Hagood Elementary School and Pickens Middle School before retiring in 1998. 

Her lifetime of service to the community includes being a member of the 

Pickens Youth Corporation (now Pickens Recreation) for several decades, past 

president of the Hagood-Mauldin Historical Society, and even organized a cheerleader 

program for little league football.  Always active, in addition to Chairing the Senior 

Citizens Board, Frances currently is Chairman of the Pickens Middle School 

Improvement Council, has organized a fund-raiser for that school for 18 years running, 

serves on the Azalea Festival committee, is a member of the City Planning 

Commission, heads the city Sunrise Cemetery committee and still finds time to be a 

member of the Cannon Memorial Hospital Auxiliary where she volunteers one day a 

week. 

“Chink” speaks highly of the city and its people.  “I’m honored to receive the 

award and will continue to fan the flame in any way I can.  I would love to see more 

things for all to do, not only for seniors but especially for the youth in the area.  

Wouldn’t it be great to again see a theatre or have a skating rink or bowling alley in 

Pickens?”  

 

Created by the city of Pickens and the Pickens Revitalization Association, I Fan The 

Flame recognizes individuals that have supported and contributed to the community in 

extraordinary ways – those who have demonstrated a passion for helping make Pickens 

a great place to live, work and play.  The award program will be expanded, in the 

future, to recognize the many contributions of various academic, civil, religious and 

charitable organizations towards “fanning the flame” in Pickens.  Platinum sponsors 

include the Historic City of Pickens and Great Oaks Dental.  East Main Treasures and 

Pace & Reeves BP, Inc. are this year’s bronze sponsors. 

 

Spotlight on 

Pickens 
A.M Morris Building  
 

 

June 2- Cruise-In & Music on Main- Custom car 

cruise-in with The Marvin King Band. 

 

June 9 – Cruise-In & Music on Main- Bike cruise-in 

featuring The Sidemen.   

 

June 9 – Poker Run sponsored by Holcombe 

Cycle’s. Come for the cause and the barbecue, stay 

for the Cruise-In & Music on Main! Contact 

Holcombe Cycle’s at 373-4548 for more 

information.     

 

June 16 – Cruise-In & Music on Main- Classic 

cruise-in with music by Ted Russell Kamp.  

 

June 23 – Cruise-In & Music on Main- Jeep cruise-

in with entertainment by Katlin Owen.  

 

 June 23 – Cruisin’ Together Against Domestic 

Violence-sponsored by Upstate Legends Jeep Club - 

Historic Downtown Pickens at 5pm. 

 

Continuous – Building and business inventory 

 

To publicize your events or for more information on 

these, and other events, please visit our website, 

www.historicpickens.com/events 

 

the building in1886.  Morris purchased 

the building from E Hobly Griffin Jr. and 

turned it into a general store that he 

named Morris & Company.  The general 

store offered everything from ice, to 

groceries and fabric.  Under Morris’ 

ownership, the Morris & Company 

general store became the first brick 

building on Main Street.  In 1925, it also 

became the first place for Pickens 

residences to buy ice downtown. Morris  

 unclear how long Morris & 

himself had  his own first as the 

operator of Ivy Power and Water 

Company provided Pickens with 

electricity for the first time.  

In 1941, Aaron Morris passed 

away and left the business to his son, 

Earle Morris Sr. It is unclear how long 

Morris & Company resided in the 

building; however, between the 

existence of Morris & Company and 

Jackson-Hewitt, both a pipe and leather 

maker and the Blue Ridge Co-Op 

occupied this building.  205 East Main 

Street is the home of many firsts in 

Pickens, SC, and it can still be admired 

where it has sat since 1884.  

 

Fun Fact: A time capsule was buried in 

the front stoop of the AM Morris 

building, currently owned by Larry 

Allen, on February 29, 2000. The 

inscription reads “To be opened by: 

Pickens Sentinel, Pickens Chamber of 

Commerce 2/28/2050. Entombed by: 

Larry A. Allen 2/29/2000”  

 

 

Pickens, SC.  Summer in Pickens 

kicks off in June with four 

Saturday evenings of Cruise-In 

vehicles on display and Music on 

Main Street.  “This year we’ve 

lined up some great entertainment 

to go with food, fun and the great 

vehicles to see,” said George Case, 

event chairman.     

The cruise-ins will be held 

on a closed section of Main Street 

between U.S. 178 and Catherine 

Street.  Vehicles participating in a 

cruise-in should check-in from 

Garvin Street between 5:00 and 

6:30 p.m.  Public viewing of the 

entries will begin at 6:30 p.m. each 

Saturday with entertainment 

starting at seven.  Awards will be 

given to the judged best entrants.  

All four Saturday evenings are free 

to the general public. 

Cruise-In & Music to Kick-off Summer in Pickens 

 
 

Cruise-ins begin June 2
nd

 

with a taste of the blues – custom 

cars and the Marvin King Band.  

June 9th, bike night, features a 

Poker Run that ends on Main Street 

and is sponsored by Holcombe 

Cycles in Pickens.  Ride for a cause 

that benefits MARYS House and the 

PRA, stay for a good time with 

specialty racing, and enjoy rock and 

roll music from The Sidemen.   

Saturday events continue on 

the 16
th

 with classic cars on display 

and Ted Russell Kamp providing 

entertainment.  June 23
rd

 concludes 

the month of fun with Jeep Night 

and country music from Katlin 

Owen. 

Presented this year by the 

Pickens Revitalization Association 

(PRA), in addition to Holcombe 

Cycles, other event partners include 

Cycles, other event partners include 

NAPA, Dowell Electric Services, 

Gwinn’s Tire and the Historic City 

of Pickens.   Details are available 

on the PRA website, 

www.historicpickens.com.   
  

Schedule 

 

June 2nd…………....Custom Cars 

Featuring The Marvin King Band 

 

June 9th……………....Bike Night 

Featuring The Sidemen 

 

June 16th…………....Classic Cars 

Featuring Ted Russell Kamp 

 

June 23rd………….....Jeep Night 

Featuring Katlin Owen 

  
 

Did you know? 
 

Bee Well Honey & Natural Market – 205 Hampton Avenue, Pickens 

- Did you know Bee Well now sells coffees,  6 am – 5 pm  

- Did you know Bee Well has bulk spices for sale 

- Did you know you can purchase your bee keeping supplies @ Bee Well 

 

 
Mayor Owens Presents Award to Francis 

The AM Morris building stands as a reminder of Pickens rich history. Brick 

handmade in Pickens can be seen along exposed walls in the building. 

 

http://www.historicpickens.com/
http://www.historicpickens.com/

