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Merchants Corner 
Tips for Success! 
Merchandise 

 Right product for the right time: It’s im-

portant that you are showing products in your 

display that are relevant to your customers.  

 Too much product: This is a big concern 

for retailers. A lot of stores simply are 

cluttered with to much merchandise.  

 Product that does not perform: Get rid of 

it. If it’s been in your store for more than a 

year and hasn’t done well, out it goes. Don’t 

get emotionally involved with your products, 

let them go. 

 Not the right mix of product: Know your 

customers; know what is relevant in their 

lives. Don’t know? Ask them. Do a survey in 

your store.  Don’t know where to start? Come 

see the PRA for survey examples. 

 Products in displays are sales tools for 

your staff. Understand this and train your 

staff providing them with the very best prod-

uct knowledge on what you sell. 

 Display is very important to your brand. 

Create a specific image, a look that will help it 

sell. 

 End use displays: Your displays should 

suggest what the product or collection of 

products will look like when the consumer 

gets them home. 

 Look for your display inspiration to come 

from the products' colors, shapes, sizes, sym-

bols and slogans. Always ask "Is it relevant to 

the customers?" 

Pick up next months newsletter to see more 

Tips for Success! 

Founders Day Music 

Festival Expected To 

“Jam” the City 
Pickens, SC.  On September 22nd, Main Street in Pickens 

will be the site of what is expected to set a record.  “The response of hundreds 
of musicians, from everywhere, has been phenomenal. We know there will be 
jammin’ going on all day and expect a record-setting number of musicians in a 
special group jam. Everyone is talking about it on the historic Pickens, Founders 
Day Facebook page,” said Daniel Brazinski, event music chairman.  The group 
jam will take place at 6:30 PM in “center court” on Main Street.  Musicians of 
any skill level are invited to participate.  

In other Founders Day news, the number of featured bands that will perform on 
the Blue Ridge stage has risen to eleven. The Trey Ward Band and Slik Nickel 
have now been confirmed.  They join such award-winning groups as New Dixie 
Storm, Dejablue Grass and Shannon & Heather Slaughter.  The bands start per-
forming at 10:50 in the morning and conclude with Weasel Creek playing for 
public contra dancing at 8:00 PM. 

Founders Day will be much more than just great music. Vendors will offer tradi-
tional arts and crafts as well as food and beverage such as homemade ice 
cream.  Numerous “lost craft’ experts will provide demonstrations on cotton 
ginning, blacksmithing, quilting, musical instrument construction, gunsmithing, 
and more in Legacy Square.  Special activities, such as face-painting and tradi-
tional games, will entertain the kids. The new “Turtles On The Town” tour will 
guide visitors to various historical sites around Pickens. Special Pickens County 
Museum events, vintage vehicles, historic tours and more will add to the excite-
ment. Free drawings will be held, all day long, for musical instruments and other 
great prizes. 

Of special interest to everyone will be the War Between the States living history 
reenactments that will include live musket, long rifle and cannon fire.  The 
shows will begin, on the hour, between 10 AM and 3 PM, on Bruce Field which 
is just a block from Main Street. 

The free event will begin at 10:00 AM and end around 9 PM in the evening.  
Organized by the Pickens Revitalization Association, Founders Day Music Festi-
val generous sponsors include the Historic City of Pickens, Cornell Dublier, Blue 
Ridge Electric Co-op, Hiott For SC House, Nestfeathers Gallery of Art, Great Oaks 
Dental, Pickens Guitar Company and the Roper Law Firm.  Other event contribu-
tors include the Carmicals, Senator Larry Martin, TD Bank and Pizza Inn.  For 
additional information, visit www.historicpickens.com or contact the PRA office 
at 864-878-0105.  

“I think a city will thrive when members of 

the community are actively involved.  I 

teach my students the importance of be-

ing a positive influence in the Pickens com-

munity” 

 “This town is just a great place to live…we 

could have moved anywhere but Pickens felt 

most like home”. 

Louise Hope and Sam Wyche, August and September “I Fan The 

Flame” Winners, Teach Us What it is to Invest in Their Community 
volunteer credits include helping to 

build Town Creek Trail, working on the 

Playground of Promise, assisting with 

Relay For Life and participating in city 

clean-up days. She is an active  trail 

runner and helps in other ways at Ta-

ble Rock State Park. Louise was March 

of Dimes coordinator for several years, 

wrote Palmetto Pride grants for Pick-

ens, established Geocaches for tourists 

to enjoy and has assisted in numerous 

city Halloween activities.  A long time 

member of the Pickens County Muse-

um and the Pickens County Historical 

society, she promoted the Rock Art 

Center helping her students raise 

$2,000 towards its construction and co

-wrote the History Mystery Scavenger 

Hunt for the Museum. 

Sam grew up in the Atlanta area.  After 

attaining degrees from Furman Univer-

sity and The University of South Caroli-

na, he spent 27 years playing and 

coaching in the NFL. He has the dis-

tinction of both coaching a team and 

playing in different Super Bowls. After 

a number of years founding and  

Louise is a National Board Certified teacher 

having worked at Pickens Middle School for 

17 years.  Currently teaching Community 

Education, Louise has been honored as 

Teacher of the Year at PMS and by the 

American Legion and has earned the covet-

ed Golden Apple Award. A 23 year member 

of Pickens Presbyterian Church, she has 

taught in and been Superintendent of its 

Sunday School. 

Her list of volunteer credits is extensive.  

Recently, she is best known for , along with 

Susan Hilyer, for  heading the Turtles on the 

Town project in downtown Pickens.  Other  

managing a sporting goods chain of 

stores, Sam, and his wife Jane, moved 

back to Pickens in 1999 where they had 

lived in the mid sixties.  location…we 

could have moved anywhere but Pickens 

felt most like home”. 

While still in demand as a public speaker 

that entertains and motivates corporate, 

youth, association, civic and government 

groups, Sam still finds time to give back to 

Pickens in many ways. 
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Merchants Meeting Set for October 8th 

Greater Pickens Chamber of Commerce and Pickens Revitali-

zation Association (PRA) will partner to establish quarterly 

‘Merchants Matter’ meetings. These meetings are intended 

to increase communication between the businesses and 

provide tools for economic success.  Meetings will be sched-

uled quarterly. 

The first meeting will be held October 8th, 2012 at 8am at 

Café Connections located on East Main Street. All business 

owners/managers and property owners are encouraged to 

attend. The agenda for the first meeting will include an in-

formational session about the services and rolls that PRA 

and the Chamber play in the community. There will be a 

business card drawing for a free business Lunch N Learn 

session at Tri-County Technical College and a light breakfast 

will be provided. Immediately following the informational 

session there will be a roundtable discussion on concerns, 

thoughts, and ideas that affect our local businesses.  

Please contact Mike Parrott, Executive Director of Greater 

Pickens Chamber of Commerce at 878-3258, or Kristen  

Henry, Executive Director of Pickens Revitalization  

Association at 878-0105 for more information. 

News from the City 

Ann St/Hwy 178 Improvement Project 

Ann St. /178 Project Status: Project is jointly funded by 
SCDOT and Pickens CTC (who is contributing $1.4M). The 
proposed road improvements were designed by Transys-
tems. A public hearing was held on 2/2/12. Right of Way 
acquisitions are scheduled for the first half of 2013 with con-
struction beginning fall 2013. The current plans have Ann 
Street as a 4 Lane road, with new curb and gutter, sidewalks, 
and utility poles being moved back. The current grass strips 
will go away in an effort to get as close to four 12ft lanes as 
possible. 

 Jewel St/Hwy 183 Improvement Project 

The Jewel Street/ Hwy 183 intersections are scheduled to 
have bids opened in October 2012 with construction begin-
ning in early 2013. 183 will be relocated to come straight 
through the existing business there and Jewel Street will 
become a three lane because it is not wide enough to have 4 
lanes put back. Once the project is nearing completion, a 
new welcome sign will be placed where the current one is 

West Main Construction 

Construction will continue on W. Main Over the next few 
weeks as the electrical and decorative lights are installed. 
For any questions, please contact Streets Supervisor Michael 
Tate at 884-4094. 

 

 

What’s going on in PRA? 
Design: October will bring with it an abundance of opportunities for building and business owners. Several community mem-
bers took advantage of the Façade Grant Improvement Program facilitated by the City of Pickens and turned in their applica-
tions to possibly receive up to $5,000 towards renovations of their property/business. Randy Wilson, who led the team of 
planners during the July Charrette, will return and work with Design to begin an implementation process to help get the design 
changes suggested in the Charrette up and going. 
Design meets  at 6pm each first Tuesday of the month at City Hall in the Council Chambers. We encourage anyone interested 
in design, planning, architecture, or any related field to become involved. 
 
Promotion: As planning for Founders Day, scheduled for September 22, draws to an end, PRA Promotions will shift gears to 
help promote Pickens as a holiday shopping and event destination. This years Christmas Parade is scheduled for December 
15th at 6pm and the theme is lights. Visit www.historicpickens.com to download your parade float application and get up-
dates on holiday events and promotions. If you are interested in becoming involved with Christmas events, please contact our 
office.  
Promotion meets at 6pm each second Tuesday of the month. Locations vary. Please contact the PRA office to be added to the 
Promotions mailing list. 

Economic Restructuring: Charrette resources have arrived and are available for viewing at www.historicpickens.com/
charrette/. The Market Analysis prepared by Trip Muldrow of Arnett Muldrow Associates gives us insight to the types of busi-
nesses that would thrive in Pickens and ensure successful growth of our community. 
Economic Restructuring meets the second Wednesday of each month at 6pm in the Chamber of Commerce building. 
 
Organization: PRA is currently recruiting members for this committee and would love to hear from you. If you have an interest 
or experience in volunteer recruitment and management, website design, media relations, fundraising, or any associated field 
and would like to become part of the PRA, please contact Kristen Henry at 878-0105 or 897-9PRA (9772).  

I Fan The Flame cont’d... 

Just a few of his past and current endeavors include helping 

coach Pickens High football for 5 years, continuing to mentor 

many of those players after they graduate and substitute teach-

ing in the Pickens school system.  He volunteers, with his wife, at 

both the Parenting Place and Pendleton Place. Sam is the 

spokesperson, with Chipper Jones, for the Rally Foundation 

which raises money for child cancer research.  He is on the board 

of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and, locally, Meals On 

Wheels where he is the founder of the Pickens-Easley High 

School Food Fight Bowl.  He is about to complete a four year 

term as county councilman for Pickens and all of District 3.  

Created by the city of Pickens and the Pickens Revitalization As-

sociation, the award honors individuals that have supported and 

contributed to the community in extraordinary ways – those 

who have demonstrated a passion for helping make Pickens a 

great place to live, work and play.  The program will be expand-

ed, next year, to recognize the many contributions o various aca-

demic, charitable, youth, adult, civic and religious organizations 

towards “fanning the flame” in Pickens. I Fan The Flame 2012 

Platinum sponsors include the Historic City of Pickens and Great 

Oaks Dental.  East Main Treasures and Pace & Reeves BP, Inc. are 

this year’s bronze sponsors. 

PRA Visitor Center Nears Completion in Time for Founders Day Music Festival 

Location Serves as Community Business Center and PRA Office 

After three months of painting, sanding, refinishing, moving 

and a lot of sweat equity, PRA offices have moved to their 

new location on 111 Court Street next to the Court Street Gal-

lery. This is the new location of not only the Executive Direc-

tors office and Visitor Center, but also the Business Center. 

The PRA provides the community and business owners with 

various services including print/scan services, fax, and use of 

modest conference facilities. There is office space available for 

lease.  

The Visitor Center, which is funded in large by the City of Pick-

ens, is a centralized location on Main Street which will serve 

as a destination for visitors to come and learn all about what 

Pickens has to offer. There will be information on local retail  

and restaurant locations, area outdoor recreation opportuni-

ties, events, promotions, and local historical landmarks and 

much more. The Visitor Center will also serve as a supplement 

to the city’s public Wi-Fi by providing internet access to visi-

tors. Feel free to stop in at any time and check out the new 

facility. There will be a grand opening later this year PRA will 

invite the community to come see the many ways PRA serves 

the community. 

Please watch the newsletter and website for updates on the 
Visitor Center progress and to see how you can become in-
volved. There are opportunities for volunteering with both the 
Visitor Center and Business Center. If interested, please visit 
www.historicpickens.com/pickensmatters for more infor-
mation or to sign up as a volunteer. 

Please visit our website  

www.historicpickens.com/pickensmatters  

to sign up for volunteer opportunities. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 

community members who have worked so hard to make 

the dream of the Visitor Center a reality. Without your 

hard work and determination PRA would not be mov-

ing forward so quickly. My hope is that with this 

amazing community support that PRA will establish 

itself as a staple of this community for many years to 

come.                     ~ Kristen Henry, Executive Director 

http://www.historicpickens.com/pickensmatters

