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Celebrate "A Pickens Christmas’

Pickens, SC. Pickens Revitalization Association, the City of Pickens and numerous
local businesses and organizations have combined to help celebrate Christmas
throughout the month of December. “Borrowing from the Dickens Christmas tradi-
tion, A Pickens Christmas simply identifies and publicizes the many family fun season-
al events and activities that will occur throughout the city,” said Allison Fowler, PRA
Executive Director. “This year we have a great line up of events for everyone to enjoy
from now through the end of December.”

The 2014 City of Pickens Christmas Parade will be held Friday, December 12" at
7pm. This year’s theme is “The Doodle Express,” playing off the popular classic “The
Polar Express.” Parade rules and entry forms are available online at www.cityofpick-
ens.com and www.historicpickens.com as well as at City Hall (219 Pendleton Street)
and Pickens Revitalization Association (222 W. Main Street).

Everyone is encouraged to come early to get a good viewing place, view merchant
decorations and sing Christmas carols together. An awards ceremony will follow the
parade at the Pickens Amphitheater. Awards will be given for the Parade as well as
the Merchant Decorating Contest. Closing out the night will be a fireworks display
from Bruce Field!

Other events throughout the month include numerous Christmas concerts and canta-
tas, children’s programs, holiday plays, Breakfast With Santa, lllumination and “Hang-
ing of the Greens” ceremonies, Christmas Eve services and other special events.

We are also very excited about the Merchant Decorating Contest,” said Fowler. “We
encourage everyone to get out and shop at our local merchants and experience the
holiday spirit here in Pickens,” said Fowler. Prizes will be awarded for the best holiday
decorations and displays.

A Pickens Christmas posters and flyers, listing all the activities, are available at City
Hall, Pickens Revitalization Association, Pickens Chamber of Commerce and at mer-
chants throughout the city. All the events, activities, parade rules and contest details
are available at www.historicpickens.com.
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Festival of Trees
November 24" - January
World of Energy
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Give the gift that stays in Pickens!

Pickens Revitalization Association is committed to
continuing our very own Shop Local Initiative, Gift of Pickens!
We want our local businesses in Pickens to thrive and hope

Py o . ..
== you will join us!
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Gift of Pickens certificates are on sale now at PRA and
City Hall (cash or check only at these locations) and
securely online by Credit Card or PayPal at:

Get yours today!

SHOP LOCAL.
Top Ten Reasons to Shop Local:

Protect Local Character and Prosperity: Your community is unlike any other
city in the world. By choosing to support locally owned businesses, you
help maintain your town’s diversity and distinctive flavor.

2. Community Well-Being: Locally owned businesses build strong neighbor-
hoods by sustaining communities, linking neighbors, and by contributing
more to local causes.

3. Local Decision Making: Local ownership means that important decisions are made
locally by people who live in the community and who will feel the impacts of those decisions.

4. Keeping Dollars in the Local Economy: Your dollars spent in locally owned businesses have three times
the impact on your community as dollars spent at national chains. When shopping locally, you simul-
taneously create jobs, fund more city services through sales tax, invest in neighborhood improvement
and promote community development.

5.  Jobs and Wages: Locally owned businesses create more jobs locally and, in some sectors, provide better
wages and benefits.

6. Entrepreneurship: Entrepreneurship fuels America’s economic innovation and prosperity, and serves as
a key means for families to move out of low-wage jobs and into the middle class.

7. Public Benefits and Costs: Local stores in town centers require comparatively little infrastructure and
make more efficient use of public services relative to big box stores and strip shopping malls.

8. Environmental Sustainability: Local stores help to sustain vibrant, compact, walkable town centers -
which in turn are essential to reducing sprawl, automobile use, habitat loss and air and water pollution.

9. Competition: A marketplace of tens of thousands of small businesses is the best way to ensure innovation
and low prices over the long-term.

10. Product Diversity: A multitude of small businesses, each selecting products based, not on a national sales
plan, but on their own interests and the needs of their local customers, guarantees a much broader
range of product choices.




Pickens Fire Department Partnering with Schools for Life-Safety Training

From the Office of the City of Pickens Fire Chief, Chris Elrod. The Pickens Fire Department .
has partnered with the School District of Pickens County to provide potential life-saving train- g ¢ :
ing to students. The program that has been outlined will consist of every teacher and stu-
dent being trained in CPR on January 20th at Pickens High School. This will be a day full £
of activities including a morning assembly that will outline the program. Students will hear "i;.
from their principal who was a victim of cardiac arrest in the spring of 2014. A bystander (/{*‘
who was trained in CPR provided life-saving measures on Mr. Marion Lawson, Pickens High E SAROLM
School Principal. <

Representatives from The American Heart Association who research and design the curriculum for CPR programs
on a world-wide stage, has already booked flights to be in attendance for the day. Also in attendance will be advo-
cates for CPR in schools legislation. The Pickens Fire Department’s goal is to have legislation passed in the State
of South Carolina making CPR training part of the state-wide high school curriculum prior to graduation. Every
southern state with the exception of Florida and South Carolina has similar CPR requirement legislation.

OnJanuary 20, 2015 the Pickens Fire Department is preparing to train approximately 1,500 students and more than
100 teachers and faculty members at Pickens High School. This program goes beyond this one day as the School
District of Pickens County will receive a grant from the American Heart Association to put this program in the other
three high schools in Pickens County. The grant is contingent upon the success of the activities on January 20th.

The Pickens Fire Department is seeking sponsorships for the activities on January 20th. The cost will be ten dol-
lars per student to secure the needed mannequins to practice these skills as they are being taught. The goal is to
raise $15,000 in order to have all the needed equipment in place for this day. This initial investment will ultimately
train more than 6,000 high school students in Pickens County once the grant in awarded. These mannequins are
reusable therefore there is no limit on the number of lives impacted by this initial investment.

The Pickens Fire Department has been successful with large projects such as this in the past. In 2012, every resi-
dence in the City of Pickens received a smoke detector from the Fire Department. The Department has proven they
can successfully implement community-wide projects and this one will be no different.
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Liberty Tax Now Open in Pickens

Liberty Tax is excited to be opening an office in Pickens. The office is located at 2700 Gentry

%LIBEMY Memorial Highway, in the Bi-Lo Shopping Center, and is currently open Monday - Friday from

g::ww 10am to 5pm. Liberty is owned and operated by Carl Curry, who has almost 30 years of experi-

ence in the tax industry. This will be his 9th Liberty Tax office in the Upstate. This may be one of
the most challenging years for the tax industry as the IRS incorporates the new requirements
of the Affordable Care Act (aka Obamacare). Liberty Tax has undergone special training and
ACA certification to help our clients understand the new requirements. Please stop by our new
office and let us help you with any and all of your tax needs.

Founded in 1997 by CEO John T. Hewitt, Liberty Tax, Inc. is the parent company of Liberty Tax
Service. Liberty Tax is one of the fastest growing tax preparation franchises and has prepared
almost 18 million individual income tax returns in more than 4,400 offices and online. Liberty
Tax’s online services are available through eSmart Tax, Liberty Online and DIY Tax, and are all
backed by approximately 35,000 seasonal tax preparers. Liberty Tax also supports local com-
munities with fundraising endeavors and contributes as a national sponsor for many charita-
ble causes. For a more in-depth ook, visit Liberty Tax Service online and interact with Liberty
Tax on Twitter and Facebook.




Town Creek Bike Park Opens in Pickens

Town Creek Bike Park officially opened on November
16th with a First Look Celebration and Ribbon Cutting.

CITY OF PICKENS

The Town Creek Bike Park (TCBP), which is located with-
in the city limits of Pickens, has been transformed into I 0 u’ N C p E E K

one of the premier off-road bicycling facilities in Upstate
South Carolina. The nearly 100 acre park located just

BIKE PARK

one mile from historic downtown Pickens serves as the first of three anchor destinations within the proposed Pick-
ens Easley Liberty Corridor (PELCOR). Ride Garden, LLC partnered with the City of Pickens to revitalize Town Creek
Bike Park as the initial PELCOR facility. Completion of the park marks TCBP as one of the first bike parks in the
state that offers unique riding features designed to enhance the riders experience through education, challenge

and environmental awareness.

RECREATION CENTER PARKING / RESTROOMS

e
TOWN CREEK

BIKE PARK

BKE PARK RULES
—MANDATORY WAIVER STATION

B2 £ PPALACHAN LUVBER GREENWATY

There is no cost to use
the Bike Park and there
is no attendant on duty.
Bike Park riders need to
sign a waiver and wear
a helmet and other rec-
ommended protective
gear.

The course may also be
closed for major holi-
days, extreme weather
conditions, and for spe-
cial events so please
call ahead when possi-
ble.

To find out if the Town
Creek Bike Park is
open on any given day,
you may call the Rec-
reation Department
at 864.878.2296 and
press Option 2 — the
recorded message will
give you an update.




Join us for 2

Gift Basket Silent Auction

December 12™ & 13th
(Friday and Saturday)
8am—4 pm
*Bidding will conclude at 4pm on 12/13

Location: Classroom- Cannon Memorial Hospital

This event will showcase a wide variety of gift baskets:

If you or your organization would like to donate a gift basket or make a monetary
donation, contact Amanda at 864-898-1334 or acooper@cmhsc.org

B —

Proceeds to Benefit CMH Auxiliary




fourthAnnuol www.yamupstate.com
Winter Bluegrass Jubtlee
January 24th, 2015

Pickens ngh School
Fine Arts Auditorium

Performances and Workshops by:

B EN < - Jim Uan Cleve : . I
JerriBandon Shawn Jare Wayne Winkle

Emcee: CindyBaucom fiom Knee-Deep In Bluegrass
Also performing:

Slik Nickel-Laurel Fork, Sweet Potato Pie Kids,
Out of the Blue,-The-Pickens High-Bluegrass Students,
YAM Elementary-Schogel Students, HotFoot Cloggers

Hosted by Pickens High School and Tickets $12. Children 12 and under are

* e
The Young Appalachian Musiciahd Program. free™. Visit www/yamupstate.com for more
information and to purchase tickets.

Pickens High School Fine Arts Auditerium
4314 Moorefield Memorial Highway
Pickens, SC 29671

* Child must be accomparied-by a supervising adult at all times.

For other information please call 864-878-4257.

All proceeds-from the event will go to support the
Pickens High Blucgrass program and the Young

W|ﬂl'm'W@‘r Appalachian-Musicians program.
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DECEMBER

All Month Long

World of Energy Festival of Trees

Stop by the World of Energy and enjoy the holiday lights of
dozens of decorated trees. Vote for your favorite tree and
help them win a chance at donating $1,000 to their charity

of choice. No admission fee.

6th

Winter Warmth Clothing Drive

8am - 11am; Pickens Recreation Center

12th

City of Pickens Christmas Parade

7pm; Main Street, Pickens

13th
Breakfast with Santa

9am - 11am; Pickens Presbyterian Church ($6)

14th
The Nativity

5pm - 7pm; Legacy Square, Pickens

19th

Christmas Bells and Cookies

featuring the Grace UMC Handbell Choir

7pm; Cafe Connections

for a full list of holiday events in Pickens,

please refer to “A Pickens Christmas” on Page 2

Alexander Law Firm

Cannon Memorial Hospital
Pickens Senior Center
Pickens Dental Associates
Town & Country Florist
Behavioral Health Services
East Main Treasures

Pruitt Health

Oh Joy!

Brock’s

City of Pickens

Edward Jones
Stockade Antiques
Pickens Savings & Loan
Gravely’s Law Firm
Foothills Gun and Pawn

Blue Ridge Electric Coop

JANUARY

24th

4th Annual Winter Bluegrass Jubilee
Pickens High School Fine Arts Auditorium
for more information, visit: www.yamupstate.com

FERRUARY

28th
Gathering on Appalachian Life
more information to come

MARCH

6th
PRA/Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet
more information to come

14th
Pickens Rotary Club Spaghetti Dinner
more information to come

APRIL
16th

Jamie Wright at the Greater Clemson Blues Festival

7pm; Pickens Amphitheater

17th - 18th
Pickens Azalea Festival

Corner Drug Store Pizza Inn
Great Oaks Dental
Lindsay Oil Company State Farm

American Legion TD Bank

Nestfeathers Shabby & Chic
GateHouse Restaurant Mark Kaiser
Chuck Dooley 9 Round

TTl/OWT, Inc.

Pickens Federal Credit Union

Pace and Reeves

Durham Greene




